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Former Member of the Ninth
Inducted into Hall of Fame

'"

West Point a Proud Military Past and Present
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largest, have buffet menus
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Japanese.
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8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. - Dance at Sheraton
times are changing for the
Sunday, November 6, 1988: 10:00 a.m, - Memorial Mass and
region, whose old ways were
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popularized in the romantic
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movie "Dirty Dflflcing."
DINNER RESERVATIONS
That why "CatskilLand's"
Reservations for Sunday's dinner must be paid for in advance.
color brochure shows a young
Deadline for reservations is October 31, 1988.
Deadline for refund of cancelled reservation is October 31, 1988. couple whacking a tennis ball,
dipping into a swimming pool
and hitting a golf ball. Skiiers
and other weekend athletes are
Dinner Sunday, Novermber 6, 1988
most welcome.
$15.00 per person
Amount Enclosed
Resort owners continue to use
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - their imagination to draw
Name
Address
guests. Grossinger's hosted the
-------------------first "singles only" weekend
back in 1962; a concept uQdated
~A~~ CHECKS PAYABLE TO: New England Chapter 9th with an '80s twist at the ConDIVISIOn Assoc.
cord resort, which publishes its
MAIL TO: Thomas Boyle, 39 Hall Avenue, SomerVille, MA 02144 own newsletter with personal
advertisement1'i .

"Duty, honor, country' has
been our proud motto," said a
tour guide. "Our unofficial motto, of course, is 'Beat Navy."
From the Hudson, West Point
looks forbidding and fortresslike, with great stone ramparts and somber towers.
West Point even maintains it
own hotel and restaurant for
visitors. Military parades on
"The Plain" marching field are
spectacular and open to the
public. So are West Point's
chapels, high points of any
visit.
At the Cadet Chapel (910)
perched on a hill above the post
buildings, graduating classes
donated the stained glass windows what liIie the great nave.
Religion is the business of the
chapel, but Army planners
couldn't resist a few military
nuances. Military leaders of
history are depicted, like saints
are, in stained glass behind the
altar. Hanging along the nave
are original battle flags, faded
and torn, from the War with
Mexico, the War of 1812, the
Spanish-American War and the
Civil War ("uh, we Southerners
prefer to call that the War of
Northern Aggression," Steers
points out).
The Old Cadet Chapel (873)
is minuscule by comparison. At
one time, gas kits provided the
light and a pot-bellied stove
kept the cold out. The only
adornments to the white walls
inside are tablets honoring
American patriots (one to
Benedict Arnold has his name
blotted off; Arnold was commandant here when the post

was called Fort Arnold) .
Robert Weir's mural "War and
Peace" is just above the altar.
Behind are burial grounds
where George Custer, Winfield
Scott, astronaut Edward White
and other ex-West Pointers are
entombed.
More military reminders are
sprinkled around West Point. A
statue of Douglas MacArthur
faces the parade ground. Gen.
George Patton in full battle
gear is just around the corner
facing the library. There are
monuments to Eisenhower, to
soldiers who fought in Southeast Asia, to cadets who lost
their lives in flight training.
Battle Monument, a column of
granite honoring Union
soldiers, also commands
sweeping views of the Hudson
coursing through the Highlands
- Storm King Mountain on the
west bank
and Breakneck
Ridge on the east.
On "the Plain" an equestrian
statue of George Washington
graces the entrance to
Washington Hall, the mammoth campus mess. Here, all
4,400 cadets take their meals
beside a huge mural depicting
famous warriors and battles of
history.
Trophy Point which commands breathtaking views of
the Hudson River, is strewn
with cannons captured in all
our wars. Arranged in a neat
circle are links of the great
chain that stretched across the
Hudson during the Revolution
and sealed the river to British
By Rick Sylvain
warships.
West Point, N.Y.

----------------------

Change Comes to the Catskills

I

At West Coast travel shows
Jones said she's known as "th~
golf lady" among Japanese
tourists who enjoy the relatively uncrowded Catskills links.
Many of the large hotels are
also expanding their services to
include condominiums offered
for use by time-sharing vacationers.
It was a case of adapt or die,
and the CatSkills did a better
job than areas like the Adiron- ..

dack Mountains in upstate New
York, said Dan Lee, travel industry analyst for the investment firm Drexel Burnham.
"To some extent, the times
are changing back toward the
Catskills," Lee said.

Catskills Reunion
June 19th thru
June 23rd 1989

r

Emil Langer, left, newly elected President of the Association accepts gavel from Dave Heller outgoing President, at change of
command at the Hyannis reunion.
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44th ANNUAL CONVENTION
JUNE 19-23, 1989 (MONDAY-FRIDAY)
A T THE PINES RESORT HOTEL

IYour Host: The Greater New York

RATES AND ACCOMMODATIONS
JUNE 19-23, 1989
5 Day/4 Night Package (Monday-Friday)

Full Name
Spouse Name
Address

I have a Walking/Handicap Problem

Deposit Enclosed

Last Name:

_

fIrsf Name. (Middle I(lH1aJ)

_

My most important assignment in the Ninth:

Regim61lf: _ _

SaftaJlofl:

_

CompMV or SaUe('v
Other- assignmt>nt in tht> Ninth. if any:
R~im6llf:

__

SoJfaJlofl:

_

CompMV or Saftet'V
RETURN AOORESS

Name :

_

PLACE

Address :

_

154:

City 1St ate:
Zip:

_

o

STAMP

HERE

_

- TO DAVID H. HElLER
618 SUMAC ROAD
HIGIUAND PARK, II 60035

_

(2)~~~

_

A $25.00 per person. refundable deposit is required to
confirm your reservation. 48 hour cancellation required
for full deposit refund. Phone reservations not accepted.
Please use reservation form.
Check-in Anytime on Monday.
Check out Friday After Lunch - 2:15 PM

41~

9th Infantry Division
c/o THE PINES Resort Hotel
So. Fallsburg, NY 12779

RESER VA nON DEADLINE May 8, 1989
RESERVE EARL Y - DON'T BE LEFT OUT

.

q

_

_ _ Yes __ No

Choice of Accommodation: (1)

A directory of members is being compiled by Dave
Heller and cooperation of the members is asked to fill out
the form provided below and send to Dave. Heller. The
members of the Hyannis reunion were given cards to fill
out and for those not in attendance ~t the reunion they are
requested to comply by mailing the form to Dave Heller
at the address on the form.

NINiH INfANiRV DIVISlON ASSOCIATION
OIRf.CiORV Of HfNSfRS

Zip

Other people in party

.

9th Div

State

Roommate (if not spouse)

Regular Member per year ...
...... $ 5.0G
Donation Memorial Scholarship Fund ..
THREE-YEAR MEMBER ...
............ $13.00:J
Life Membership
.
............... S5Q.OO
Ladies Auxiliary Member
.
........... $ 2.00 C
Please credit the following chanter:
Philly-Delaware Valley
(~reater New York
Illinois
Washington, D.C.
New England
Michigan
Florida

'0

_

Your Unit

I was a member of:
Batterv
Comoanv
Regiment
I wish to sign up for the following:

~

City

.
State

$241

RESERVATION FORM

PINES accepts for Final Payment VISA. MASTERCARD,
Personal Check or Cash PINES DOES NOT ACCEPT
AMERICAN EXPRESS.

.

Zone

$221

Rate also includes Special 9th Infantry Dav Trip to West
Point WEDNESDAY. JUNE 21st. 1989

Enclosed please find dues for:

City

Four

$281
$261
N/A

Above rates are per person. per stay, from Dinner on day
of arrival to after Lunch on day of departure including
three meals daily. The above rates include gratuities for
waiter. busboy and chambermaid. Bellmen and Bartenders are not included. Please note NYS Sales Tax. currently 7% is included.

Mail Completed
Reservation Form to:

Street Address

Triple

N/A
N/A
$381

Standard

Aug-Sept-Oct. 1988

Serial No

Single

$320
$290
$255

Deluxe

NINTH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name

Double
Super Deluxe

Publication No. 402820

Dan Quinn, National Secretary, 9th Infantry Division Assn.
Gregory Ave.~ Weehawken, New Jersey 07087

Chapte~1

26th FA

JOHN WESSMILLER
11 Wequasset Way
Chatham, Ma. 02633
It was good to see the men of
the 9th once again. It made me
realize how time has slipped by.
It was a wonderful occasion and
my thanks to the New England
Chapter. I was able to renew
friendships with Ed Connors
and Macken both or whom got
away without me getting their
address. If either of you read
this, please drop me a line. I
have been contacted by a
French Historian, Monsieur
Jean Borros of Paris who feels
that too little has been recorded
about the cutting of the Normandy Peninsula and its
significance toward the liberation of France. He is researching the matter and in the process of writing a book. The
period he is covering is June
15-19, 1944. I often felt that the
'9th and its commander, Lt.
Gen. Eddy had been overlooked
in the action of the Cotente
Peninsula and the isolation of
the Germans to the north and
the freeing of the Port of Cherbourg. I am writing in the hope
of gathering information that
might be of interest for inclusion in Monsieur Barros book. I
am sure he would be interested
in any actions involving
French. Best of health and happiness to all the 9th, they earnedit.
9th Med B Co.

JOHN LAUBACH
155 W. 12th
Bloomsburg, Pa. 17815
Enclosed are my dues. Enjoy
the Octofoil. Went to Tenn. to
mini-reunion this year and
could not make big reunion.
Please keep in touch.

60th Inf M Co

WILFRED THORNTON
515 E. Dubail Ave
South Bend, Ind 46613
A Book is on the market called the "G.I.'s War" by Edwin
P. Hoyt. A number of 9th division men as well as men from
other divisions contributed to
this book including myself. It is
the G.I.'s view from the fox
holes as they saw it and not the
General's view from headquarters. I received a complimentary copy. Mr. Hoyt
spent 8 years putting it
together, and is available in
book stores. The publisher is
McGraw-Hill Book Co. 11 W
19th St. N.Y. 10011.
9th Signal

KEN GUILFORD
Box 8164
Boston, Ma. 02114
Due to declining health
unable to go any distances. But
with the U.S. Mails together
with the "Octofoil" keep in
touch with myoId comrades.
My age 83.
January last on the 24th Morris Sandow of the radio section
passed away of cerebral
hemorrhage. He was 80 years
old. Was a retired attorney living in West Palm Beach, Fla.
Hq 2nd Bn 47th In£.
CLYDE WILLIAMS
2710 Bent Tree Trail
League City, TX 77573

My humblest apologies. I
thoughfl had paid my 1988 dues
and I am red faced! I'm still
with Bendix after 37% years,
but expect to retire in early
1989. Although we've only been

in Texas 3 years, we enjoy it, so
we're going to stay. As you
know I'm not a letter writer,
but I enjoy reading the Octofoil
and look forward to receiving
it.

709th Ord. L.M. Co.
JOHN F. LESKO
3981 W. 22nd St.
Cleveland, Ohio 44109

I am enclosing my dues for
the next three years.
We thought the reunion at
Camp Hill, was one of the
nicest. The whole affair was absolutely fantastic.
We have met numerous people since we have been attending the reunions and are more
friendly and relaxed.
We will see you at Hyannis if
everything goes our way.
We hope more people from
the 709th. Ord. L.M. Co. will
start attending.
Best of health and good luck
to the fine people of the 9th Div.
47th In£. I Co.

GORDON MORK
1407 N. Oakhill Ave.
JaneSVille, WI 53545
It's about time I got off my
donkey and send my dues for 3
years. I don't know how to
thank you enough to have kept
me on your mailing list for the
past year. I know I usually am
writing you around Memorial
Day and this time I am a year
late. Glad you brought up the
subject of no more red ink.
A year ago, I was messed up
in the V.A. Hospital near here,
and have not really fully recovered yet. This was my first
experience with them and hope
it is the last.
Thank you again and keep up
he good work and best wishes
to everyone in the Association.
39th Inf. B CO.

CLARENCE "PATTY"
REISINGER
500 Orange St.
Wrightsville, Pa. 17368
Enclosed are my dues. Sorry
to be late. Say "hi" to all the
gang for me.

THE OCTOFOIL

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
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Vet turns in Army Medals to protest
reparation plans
GREENBROOK (AP) - A World War II veteran upset over
government plans to pay reparations to Japanese Americans interned during the war has turned in his U.S. Army medals as a
form of protest.
Frank Gonzol, 69, of Middlesex Borough, said he turned in his
11 medals and accreditations to Rep. Matthew Rinaldo's office
here.
"I personally think that a verbal apology would have been
enough for these people," the retired Union Carbide mechanic
said shortly after handing over the small package despite efforts by Rinaldo's staff to dissuade him.
Robert DeLazaro, an aide to the Republican congressman,
said he telephoned Gonzol on Monday, trying to convince him to
keep his military honors. .
"He just said he's dissatisfied with the position that Congress
has ~aken," said DeLazaro, who added that Gonzol makes no
distinction between people of Japanese citizenry and JapaneseAmericans.
"I told him he had every right to keep his medals and they had
no bearing on what Congress did in reimbursing Japanese,Americans," DeLazaro said.
Rinaldo, who voted in favor of the reparations, represents
Gonzol's district.
Among the medals was a bronze star with oak leaf cluster, a
good conduct medal, and American defense service medal, an
American campaign medal, a European-African-Middle
Eastern medal with the Silver Star and several badges and bars,
said Gonzol, who served in F Company, 47th Infantry, Ninth
Division from 1942-1945.
Gonzol said he saw combat action in Africa, Sicily and other
parts of Europe.
He said he never serverl in the Pacific Theater.
DISCOVERY OF MISSING ARMY HOSPITAL FILES
REOPENS WORLD WAR II ANIil KOREAN CLAIMS
The Veterans Administration announced in late June the
discovery of duplicated of 10,000,000 US Army hospital files for
1942-1945 and 1950-1954 destroyed in a 1973 fire at the National
Personnel Records Center in St. Louis. Veterans whose disability claims were rejected because there were no records to back
them up may now be able to make their case.
The discovery promises to reverse many cases. "A surprising
number of veterans put off filing disability claims for years,"
"only to find when they did apply that the military had no record
of their injury. Now chances of helping World War II and Korean
War veterans are much stronger."
Not all of the missing records, spanning the years 1912-1959 for
Army veterans and 1947-1964 for Air Force veterans, have been
replaced. Still, State Veterans Counselors have an excellent
record of finding other ways to document claims for veterans
whose records were lost.

Taps Sounded

Mini reunion 9th Signal Company

There is no Death!
What seems so is transition.
This life of Mortal breath is but
a suburb of the life elysian
whose portal we call death.
It is our sad duty to announce
the passing of these "Old
Reliables" who answered their
last roll call.

Ambrose Wilkens
60th Inf. Hq. Co.
Norman Caswell
47th Inf.
William Crosbie
376 AAA
Walden Felton
60th Inf. Hqs. Co.
Charles Cheevers
39th Inf. G Co.
Ervin Duve
Edgar Grantham
26th FA
John B. Simons
Mearl Ratcliffe
39th Inf. Hqs. Co.
Waldo Huysman
B Btry. 84th FA
John Veres
Co. K - 47-th Inf.
Irving Posner
Co. G 47th Inf.
John Kelley
M Co. 60th Inf.
Joseph Stivala
M Co. 47th Inf.
Elvert LaBree
Co. A - 39th Inf.
Frederick Finn
15th Engs.
Wayne Lucia
AT 60th Inf.
John Schmucker
39th Inf.
Clayton Huckaby
F Co. 47th Inf.
A /len Groendyke
34th FA
Jim Bristow
47th Inf. Hq. 1st Bn.

May they rest in peace.
On behalf of the members
we offer our condolences to
their loved ones.
TAPS SOUNDED

I am pleased to inform you
that the planned Reunion of the
9th Signal Company took place
on Saturday, September 17th as
planned, and the turnout was a
very pleasant surprise to the
Committee. The troops began
arriving early on Friday the
16th, and at roll call that evening at Dinner, the members in
attendance amounted to 20,
plus wives of 14 of them.
After dinner the men
gathered at "The Hole in the
Wall" which really was Chuck
Hodges Room, while the Ladies
gathered together for "Woman
Talk".
Needless to say, this went on
until very late on Friday evening when we finally called it
quits in preparation for the next
day. Saturday brought more of
the same,. but towards evening
a picture session from the Local
Newspaper, the "Standard
Speaker" was held. This was
followed by a "Happy Hour"
and then a full catered Dinner.
At the Dinner, which ,was
Chaired by Bill Miller, the gifts
were presented. Each man present received a 3' X 5'
American Flag and each Lady
received a Gift, all of which
were obtained thru the
ceaseless efforts of Chuck &
Betty Hodges, ably assisted in
the presentations by Evelyn
Miller & Dolores Connolly.
The Mayor of Hazelton, Pennsylvania, although unable to attend, did send an Official Proclamation to the Ninth Signal
Company, a copy of which was
presented to each man. In place
of the usual "Grace" before a
Meal, a Special Prayer of
Thanks regarding the Ninth
Signal Company, our very

Honored Dead, and those
Wonderful Women who
Honored us all, was made by
Ray Connolly. The complete
coordination of all matters
rested with Bill & Evelyn Miller
and they were Super Successful.
The Date for the 1989 Reunion
has been set for September 8th
& 9th, and will be held at Genetti's Motor Lodge, in Hazelton,
Pa., but more of that in a letter.
I am also listing the names of
the members who attended:
De.
William & Evelyn Miller
Pa.
Charles & Betty Hodges
Ray & Dolores Connolly
NJ
Wilbur & Virginia Dodd
Fla.
Edward & Lena Wargo
NJ
Harold & Florence Stafford Fla.
Bruce & Mae Fraczek
Conn.
Elton & Pearl Petersen
NY
Helmuth & Beatrice
Trieshmann
NJ
William & Ann Shaner
Pa.
Wallace & Sara Anderson Pa.
Stanley & Aleene Sailors Neb.
Irving & Jeanette Stockwell Wis
Carl & Roses Wood
NY
Patrick McGoldrick
NJ
Wellesley Shaw
NH
Edward Maltzan
NY
Clarence Smith
Ariz.
NJ
Thomas Carocci
Neil McNeil
Minn.
Since this was the first attempt for the Company, we intend to go all out for next year,
and the Good Lord willing,
perhaps we can double or triple
the attendance. Many thanks
Dan, for the "Soapbox", for
without the "OCTOFOIL" our
dreams may have vanished.
'Till I write again, May God
Bless us all.
Raymond M. Connolly Jr.
11 Dunstable Rd.
Vincentown, N.J. 08088

Taps

Norm Caswell past President
of the Association (1985-6) and
former member of B Company
47th Infantry, has answered his
last roll call. Taken ill the year
that he had become President,
Norm "hung in" there and for
awhile responded to treatments. He passed on to his
eternal reward on August 20th
of this year.
A more dedicated member of
the Ninth could not be found. He
shared his time and efforts for
the betterment of the Association. We shall miss him and
deeply mourn his passing. To
Alice, his wife, we offer our
heartfelt sympathy.

Charles Francis Cheevers
47th Infantry History
passed away on Friday, August
Book Available
26, 1988.
The 47th In£. History will be
His Ninth Division comrades
ready for mailing on or about
were ever close to his heart and
Nov. 15th 1988. I have added 70
thoughts, but when Father Conadditional pages to the original
nors passed away something irbook. These 70 pages includes
replacea ble was lost for
information from WW I, scenes
Charlie.
from Fort Bragg, 1941-42,
His war time experiences and
original Regimental & BN
companions were stamped inStaffs, scenes and information
delibly on his mind and he could
about 2nd, 3rd, 4th Battallions
never let go of them.
that saw action in Vietnam, and
His wife and six children will
a section a bout the 47th
miss him. Also his five grandhonorary association to include
children, but hopefully he is
photographs of those who have
with Father Connors and the
been awarded the Distinguishmen of the Ninth who have gone
ed member certificates. The
before him.
book is bound in handback and
the cost is ,$23.50.
He is laid to rest where he
Joe Williams has reprinted
wished to be, in the National
the 9th Division history: "Eight
Cemetery at Bourne, MA. Ron
Stars to Victory." It is
Murphy and his wife and Tom
available with hardback cover
Boyle came to pay their last
.at a cost of $36.50.
respects and the family is
.
47th In£. Co.'s A&E
grateful. He was first a soldier,
JOE WILLIAMS
then a husband, a father and a
1900 HollyoakesLa~e Rd'. East
grandfather, but always there
Jacksonville, FL 32225
for anyone who needed him. He
gave more of himself for others
then he ever received and in Reunion dates June 19th
that respect he was a true
Christian gentleman.
thru June 23rd
Eileen Cheevers
A political pundit is someone
24 Beaufield
who draws your own concluDorchester, MA 02124
sions.
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TRAVEL INFORMATION
~

.~

ARRIVING BY AIR:

Tip of the Hat

II"II!IIIII.
11111'

~

If you will be arriving to the New York City area by Air, The
Pines Hotel will coordinate your arrival by air to the Newark
International Airport, through our travel agency.

TRAVEL DIRECTIONS

Please fill out the form attached and we will contact you to
coordinate your arrival. All arrivals will be approximately 12
noon on Monday, so you can arrive at The Pines by 3 P.M.

Door to Door Limousine Service - From N.Y. City Area:
County Wide Line: (212) 759-9157
(212) 424-3600

Upon arrival to the Newark Airport, you will be met by The
Pines representative who will assist you with your luggage
and direct you to the motor coach which will transfer you to
The Pines.
NAME:
ADDRESS:
CITY

_

STATE

ZIP

PHONE:

_
_

DAY OF DEPARTURE:
DAY OF RETURN:
CREDIT CARD #:
Please Circle

V1SA

AMEX

EXP. DATE

_

Please note, rate of airline ticket will be confirmed with you
before printing. All tickets will be printed as refundable
tickets. Super Saver rates mayor may not apply.
I will require Pines Airport Round Trip Transfer
at $50.00 per person including luggage handling
at the Airport and Hotel.
_ _ _ Number of persons en Bus

For Airline information, please contact Bruce at The Pines
-TOLL FREE
Outside N.Y. State:

1-800-431-3124

Inside N.Y. State:

1-800-36-PINES

LADIES CORNER
The new officers for the coming year are as follows: pres.
Phyllis Perna, Vice Pres. Ruth
Lees, Secy. Connie Koneski,
Treas. Ellie Taubner, Chaplain
Louise Etue.
The women of the Ladies
Auxiliary want the New
England Chapter to know we
had a good time at the ladies
luncheon that was arranged for
us in Hyannis. The music
played by the blind pianist was
lovely and appropriate. The
luncheon was followed by our
meeting in the same room.
There were 142 present. Please
try to bring a token gift for the
Pollyanna drawing at our next
meeting at the Pines. If any
ladies would like to nave any
announcements made for the
auxiliary, please address them
to our treasurer, Ellie Taubner,
85 Smith Ave., Bergenfield, NJ
07621. See you in NY.

TRANSPORTATION

BUS SERVICE:
Buses leave from Port Authority Terminal located at 41 st St.
on 8th Avenue. Shortline System - purchetse tickets at
windows Nos. 5-6-7. For information phone PE 6-4700. Or
call Bus Lines for terminal nearest your home.
BY CAR:
From New York
1. New York West Side Highway to George Washington
Bridge to New Jersey. Take Route 4 for eight miles, turn
right into Route 17 (N.Y.) and at Mahwah, enter New York
State Thruway ... Leave Thruway at Exit 16 and proceed
on Quickway Route 17 to Exit 107 to South Fallsburg. In
So. Fallsburg, turn left at traffic light (movie on corner).
Continue for one mile.

GRATEFUL
Dear Members of the 9th Infantry Division
I would like to express my
thanks to all ofyou for awarding
me yet another college scholarship. As the cost of tuition and
books seems to increase each
semester your generosity is
greatly appreciated. This
September marked my 4th
semester of graduate study in
the field of Communicative Disorders majoring in Audiology.
The majority of my clinical
practice has involved working
with men who have experienced hearing loss due to
noise exposure during military
service. Although I had no contact with 9th Division vets in
this setting, I feel what I do is in
some small wayan opportunity
to reach out and say thanks for
your support.
Elizabeth Alsgaard
1450 Melrose #13
Chula'Vista, Ca. 92011

2. Cross Tappan Zee Bridge, enter New York State Thruway and leave at Exit 16 and proceed on Quickway Route
17 to Exit 107 to South Fallsburg. In So. Fallsburg turn
left at traffic light (movie on corner). Continue for one
mile.

Grateful
I am quite early on the
enclosed check but then why
not'?
My note in the last issue of the
Octofoil requesting a copy or
two of Ninth Division books
resulted in a call from Dick
O'Conner 9567 Bluford Ave,
Whittier CA 90605. He had a second copy of follow thru 84th
F .A. and sent one on to me. A
very pleasant surprise.
Our son gave me a copy of
World War II published by
Readers Digest. He had picked
it up at a garage sale. It was
copyrighted 1969 Library of
Congress Catalogue # 69-15868. I
called Readers Digest recently.
.It is no longer available from
them. A used book store or
another garage sale or the local
library might loan one. It is a
large volume in hard cover and
worth reading.
We have two 50th Anniversary & reunions coming up so
will not be able to attend. The
Ninth Reunion this year.
Hopefully next year it will be
closer or in Florida.

From Boston and East
Take Massachusetts Turnpike to Route 86 (Sturbridge Exit)
into Route 84. Take Exit 4W (Middletown, N.Y.) and proceed
on Quickway Route 17 to Exit 107 to South Fallsburg. In So.
Fallsburg turn left at traffic light (movie on corner). Continue for one mile.
From Albany and North
Go to U.S. Route 9 to New York State Thruway. Leave
Thruway at Exit No. 19 and proceed to Route 209 to
Ellenville. Take Route 52 to Woodbourne and then bear left
to Route 42 to So. Fallsburg. In So. Fallsburg turn right at
traffic light (movie on corner). Continue for one mile.
From Buffalo and West
New York State Thruway. Exit at Syracuse #36. Pick up
Route #81 South in Syracuse (toll free super highway) to
Route #17 East at Binghamton. Take Route #17 to Exit1 05B
#42 North. Merge left (North on 42) to South Fallsburg, at
movie theater turn' left. 1 mile to the Pines.
SO. FALLSBURG, N.Y. 12779 • TEL.: 914-434-6000
CALL TOLL FREE
Within N.Y. State: 1-800-36-PINES
Outside N.Y. State: 1-800-431-3124

THANK YOU
Dear 9th Division
I want to thank you very
much for the thousand dollar
scholarship. You can be
assured that the money will be
properly used to further my
education. Again I would like to
thank the scholarship committee and all of the members
of the great 9th Division.
Jennifer Urban
352 Wildwood Dr.
Holland, Mi, 49423

"89 Reunion
June 19th thru
June 23rd

MAURICE COHEN
6 Pine,Hill Lane
Dix Hill; N.Y. 11746
Looking for Adolph Amster,
formerly 1st Lt. and lived in the
Bronx, Kingsbridge section. He
was wounded during the Huertgen Forest battles. Thank you.
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Dan Szuhay, 39th Inf., sends photo taken at Hyannis reunion.
Left to right: Curtis and Elizabeth White, Ben Ingoglia, Captain
Sheffel, John and Mary Parisi ancJ.Dan's daughter-in-law..

***

II

Joe Foye, Company C 60th Infantry send picture of the 1st Platoon taken in England. Story in Mail Call.

60th F .A. Btry C
GEORGE FURBER
11825 S.W. 107 Ave.
Miami, Fl. 33176

::;:
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***

We salute you.

From Philadelphia and South
New Jersey Turnpike to Exit 10. Garden State Parkway to
New York State Thruway. Leave Thruway at Exit 16 and
proceed on Quickway Route 17 to Exit 107 to South
Fallsburg. In So. Fallsburg turn left at traffic light (movie on
corner). Continue for one mile.

AIRPORT CITY FOR DEPARTURE:

MC

We acknowledge with
gratefulness these members
who remembered the Memorial
Fund.
Frank Provost
John McKnight
Charles Trocolli
Burnett Ledbetter
Phillip Maresca
Frank Crapanzano
Dr. Abraham Kaufman
Charles Gerard
Col. Bernard Bennick
Charles O'Connor
Richard McGrath
Mary Wilkens (In memory of
her husband Ambrose)
Frank Gonzol (In memory of
George "Doc" Savage and
Tony ZUk, F Co. 47th Inf.)

South Fallsburg, New York 12779

Some of the men from Comapny I 39th held a mini-reunion last
August in Indiana and Paul Callahan sends this photo: Left to
right: Front row - Waller, Holsapple, Gotcher and Paul. Back
row - Lavender, DeWitt, Etter and Elkins. Story appears in Mail
Call.

39th Inf. E Co.
LARRY FAULKNER
2529 N. Loretta Ci.
Simi Valley, Ca. 93065
I am happy to rejoin my outfit
after an absence of several
years. My last connection was
in the 1950's in Chicago. I went
directly to Koun and served as
a "Grunt" again for 11 months.
I was lucky to go the whole 9
years with E. Co. 39th from
Bragg to the Elbe River. I have
been working at Hughes Aircraft Co. since I retired from
the army in 1963. Give my best
to all and looking forward to the
next reunion.

No one is poor who has one
friend. With three friends
you're filthy rich!

THE OCTOFOll
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NEW JERSEY CHAPTER
Co. F 47th Inf.

ED HOPKINS
110 Hollywood Avenue
Metuchen, NJ 08840
In keeping with my letter to
you that you published in thE
last issue of The Octofoil ! ~:~t
:-lhead and started sendlllg
news' Item to some 175 newspapers in the state. Most of
them printed it, and t~ree of the
largest dailies intervIewed me
and did a feature on me. Some
even published IJlY pictur~. To
date I received almost eIghty
responses of interested men,
and I've already signed up
thirty-nine men. We. have
scheduled our first meetmg for
November 8 (North Africa
Day) at the Amvets Post in
Nutl~y. Andy Andriola, A-47th
and 9th Medics is Post Commander and our host. We'll
meet at the bar between no~n
and one (I'll observe theIr
drinking abilities to de.te.n?ine
their status in the DIvIsIOn),
then we'll have our organizational meeting where we'll elect
our officers and determine how
we want our chapter to operate
so we can further the aims of
the Association. I want any
New Jersey man who reads this
and is not associated with a
chapter to know that he is invited to this meeting. We ,hope
to have a good turnout so we
can be off to a good start toward
making some solid contributions to the Association.
I'd like to go on record as
thanking those men of the New
York and other chapters for
their words of encouragement
for my efforts. It was truI~ a
demonstration of the generosIty
that we had encountered time
and time again when we were in
combat. It is proof to me that
experiencing the dan.gers inherent in war and sharmg those
dangers and hardships ten~ to
make men bigger than lIfe,
devoid of all pettiness. Once
again, I thank you kindly. While
a few of the inactive Jersey
members of the New York
Chapter joined the New Jersey
Chapter, far and away the vast
majority of our members are
men who never belonged to any
chapter. A surprising number
had never even heard of the
Association, so I am pleased
with having found these men
and brought them intQ the fold.
I heard from Bob DeSand.
George King, Rud Hoffman,
Jack Finnigan, Frank Gonzol,
Paul Giarraputo, Milt Zu~ker.
Lou
Slatnick,
WhIt~y
Waszkiewiez, Ken Yenme,
Chris Argeris, Yosh Ryncavage, George Gaynor, Earl
Wilkey, Felton Jones, an?
Johnny Goldpaugh. Gosh, It
sounds like an honor roll call of
F Co.-47th Infantry. Rud Ho.ffman sent me a letter he receIVed from Al Starzec, who is now
living in Columbus, Nebraska. I
sent him a brochure from the
reunion committee in hopes ?f
bringing him to New York.m
the summer. Slatnick and Fmnigan are leaving for Englan?,
not together but with theIr
respective spouses who are
both war brides. Gonzol had ~n
article published by the AP m
many newspapers through~ut
the country telling abo~t hIm
turning in his medals to hIS con
gressman in protest of the congressman's vote to recompense
the Japanese internees of WW
II. They are writing a bo~k
about Earl Wilkey and hIS
internment in German PW
camps during the war. L~cy
and I spent a day at the PhIladelphia Pq.rk track (we sho~ld
have stayed at home) WIth
Yosh Ryncavage. L~ter we
visited with him and hIS lovely
Annie at their Philly ho~e,
after which we all went to dmnero Except for the track losses,

we had an excellent day.
George King's Mary is re~over
ing nicely from a bout WIth ar-

thritis thanks to a newly approved drug called Voltera~.
This drug had been in use m
Europe quite some time, but
has only recently been approved by the FDA. Mary had been
confined to bed, and she could
leave the bed only occasionally
with the aid of a walker. Now
she wants to go horseback
riding,
skiing,
enter
marathons, pole vault, and play
hockey ... not really, but she
has been greatly relieved from
pain and is back in the
mainstream. Some of you guys
out there may profit from asking your doctors about this
drug. Bob DeSandy tells me
that Jack Armstrong has just
been released from the hospital
and is having a rather tough
time of it as he convalesces at
home. We're all rooting for you,
Jack. Whitey asked me to send
him a reservation form for the
reunion, so it looks as though
he'll be in the Catskills with us
in June. I guess the call of the
Monticello race track was too
much for him.
.
Before I close, I'd like to aks
our readers if any of them knew
Nick Larionoff from Co. I-47th,
whose widow would appreciate
hearing from them, or a man
named Mizglewski whose son
would like to contact someone
who had served with his father.
Marjory Larionoff's address is
537-B Berberis Plaza, Cranbury, NJ 08512; Joseph
.Mizglewski's address is PO Box
#85, Belford, NJ 07718. Joe
wasn't sure what unit his dad
had served with.
Dan take good care of
yours~lf and of Marie. Be
honest in counting your strokes
and never kick the ball.
Regards,
Hoppie
39th Inf

CHARLES SCHEFFEL
8620 Glenwood Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73114
Tele: (405) 843-6225
Read from time to time in the
Octofoil of your need for
"news". So take out of this
whatever you think would be of
interest to the readers.
In February another retired
Officer and neighbor traveled
to Europe to use up two 15 day
Europe Rail Passes. Rented a
car in Sicily and also in Normandy to visit some of the 1st
Bn., 39th Infantry combat
areas.
In Sicily, Lacata has about
lost its beach to a larger pier.
The Roman ruins at Agrigento
still stand despite the Naval
Shore Fire Officer from the
Cruisers Brooklyn and Philadelphia that was attached to
the 1st Bn. while I was .the S-3
trying to hit it with his 12" guns
that were supporting us at the
time in July, 1943.
A and B Companies will
remember the "fight" between
the two in the area of Marsala.
Couldn't find the orchard and
vineyard, and the Town Hall
where the local Italian Naval
Officer hung himself rather
than turn himself over to us has
been replaced by a new
building.
Cerami and Troina still
stand. All the 1st Bn. will
remember those two. Lt. Jack
Bivins will remember Randazzo. Even found the old
cathedral where the several
hundred civilians were hiding
when the town was taken. Mt.
Etna had snow except for the
top 2,000' which is so hot from
recent lava flows that no snow
at the top.
Cefalu, the rock cliff and good
beach, still there. Termini Immerse where the 39th almost
left on C-47's for Salerno is now
a big industrial area.

utah Beach all cleaned up.
Quineville a quiet resort and
beach. At Le Dezert there's a
plaque at their city hall honoring Col. Flint noting his death
25-7-1977. No sign of all the
damage from the bombings by
air near the St. Lo-Pieres Road,
but several of the older French
people talked to well remember
that day.
At Cherence Le Roussel
where the 1st Bn. was cut off by
the big German Panzer attack
in early August, 1944, found the
farm La Galleria where C Co.
that was commanded then were
encircled. Lt. Downs in C,
Dunlap commanding B, will
never forget that hot spot.
Had an hour's visit at La
Galleria. The present owner is
the Mayor of the town and ~as
18 years of age and farmmg
with his parents. On the 2nd of
Aug. the Germans took over
their farm and the high ground
nearby, the family fled northwest behind US forces. He
remembered the battle and the
C-47's dropping their supply
parachutes over the 1st Bn. that
all landed in the German's
area.
Emit Walker, C Co., who now
lives in Duncan, Oklahoma, has
told me that he was in the basement of the farm house for at
least 4 days and nights only
about 100' from where we had
the Co. CP in the stone storage
building. CP is gone, house
rebuilt. No evidence left of any
battle. Upon leaving, the son
now 62 went back into the basement and brought me out a
large bottle of home made
Calvados. Said that our guys
had overlooked that one!
So have this large bottle b f
Calvados that I just brought
back from Normandy that I'm
saving to bring to the Cape Cod
meeting. So all you men from
the 1st Bn. who were there in
Aug. 1944 - look me up and
we'll kill the rest of that
Calvados.
Visited the graves of the
following men that I either
commanded while in the 1st.
Bn. or knew well. US Cemetery
at Omaha Beach: Capt. Felix
P. Settlemire, June 20, T/Sgt.
John H. Alexander, 18 July,
Pvt. Vincent Basile, 25 July,
PFC T.L. Down, 12 July, S/Sgt.
Robert C. Hare, 16 July, PFC
John R. Hawkins, 10 July, Cpl.
Robert. R. Pierce, 12 July,
S/Sgt. Bert W. Richey, 19 July,
Sgt. Herman T. Riffe, 10 July,
T/Sgt. Frank A. Trzecenski,
18 June and MIA Pvt. Andrew
J. Haw'kins. West of Dinant,
Belgium, found the farm where
bedded C. Co. down for the
night just before we reached
the Muese River. House and all
the barns just like they were.
At Dinant found the old stone
house that was made the C Co.
CP. Across the Muese the old
big Citadel still stands and is
the major tourist site of the
area. The low level bridge that
Capt. Edgar took his Co. across
is being enlarged for a barge
lock.
Doubt if I'll ever make it back
to any of those areas ~ut
wouldn't trade the memones
for anything.
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M 47th""i~f are shown at the
Three old tim~ri from Com.p~~: Bill Horan" Joe Cebulski and
Hannis Reumon. Left to rIg .
. '. .
C~nda Knee. Photo sent by Conda. Letter III M~ Call.
.. ./

.

7090rd.

ROBERT SPENCER
37 Water St.
Willsboro, Pa. 16901
I enjoyed the reunion at
Hyannis
and
thought
everything was "copacet.ic"
and besides that it was mce.
Spent a lot of time With. Bill
Estabrook and wife and meces
and nephews; also with John
and Sylvia Kowalski. Sorry to
have missed Pat Zona and Herb
Rovelin. After the reunion,
went to N.H. to Bill's cottage
and what a place! First class
all the way. Hope to see you all
at the Pines in 1989. All the best.

. ';I~ .
>: Ed H~Pki~'~: Com~any F

.,:~~

47'th I~fantry s~~'ds this photo
taken at Huffman Lake Fort Bragg, May 1941. Shown left
to right top row: J. Goidpaugh, Gene Reilly, F. O'Brien,
Ed Hopkins, Tony Repetti, C. List. Bottom row: P.
Mulvehill, J. O'Connor, J. Healy, O. Kanach, and Frank
Gilsenan.

THE OCTOFOll

47th Inf. Co. I
KENNETH B. BARTLETT
P.O. Box 40
Watseka, n. 60970
Enclosed are my dues for
three more years. As each year
passes I enjoy the Octofoil
more. I read every word you
print and enjoy the pictures,
hoping to recognize a familiar
name.
I was one of the firt pre-Pearl
Harbor Fathers drafted in my
Country. I was 36 years old and
I was sent to basic training
(Inf.) and graduated in heavy
weapons. I arrived in England
July 5th, 1944, and was sent to
one replacement camp after
another. To make a very long
story short, I, with a train load
of other replacements, finally
reached our destination on the
edge of the Hurtgen forest on
Nov. 26, 1944. We were herded
into a large field and heard Col.
Geo. W. Smythe in a speech
welcome me and 499 other
replacements into the 47th
Regt. of the 9th Inf. Div. He said
we should be proud to become
members of the best damn Inf.
Div. in the U.S. Army. We were
then told to pick out a pair of
used cloth top 4 buckle overshoes to protect our feet in this
cold wet country and the snow
that was on the way.
The 47th Regt. had been in
combat 145 days without a
break so we were moved to
Camp Elsenborn to rejoin the
rest of the 9th Div. Most every
one enjoyed a three day pass.
The men that we joined needed
this rest but we new
replacements went to Verviers
and enjoyed it with them.
Our outfit was placed in
reserve in a wooded area near
Kalterherberg where we dug
two men holes in frozen snow
covered ground. It was not too
bad doing some guard duty trying to keep warm with one hot
meal a day and hoping a Buzz
Bomb did not fall on us.
While there, I Co. was alerted
to go into Monschau one night to
round up about 80 parachutists.
The Battle of the Bulge was
taking place and we were put on
a three hour twenty four hour
alert twenty four hours a day. A
crack S S Panzer Division was
supposed to come through our
area and take us prisoners or
kill us. It never came. I guess
they did not want to take on the
famous 9th Div.
I served with the 47th all
through the rest of the war and
was very thankful not to have
been wounded Or lost my life. I
Co.. was in Dessau across the
Elbe River from Russians on
VE Day. We moved back south
to Mooseburg where our battalion was to over see and
guard the prisoners in Stalag
#7. While there we enjoyed
clean warm dry barracks,
more free time. I'm sending a
picture of three of my friends
and myself all dressed up
before going into town for the
evening. Another picture of a
group of G.I.'s who had fun doing a show in their spare time
for other soldiers.
I was sent back to the state~
in Oct. 1945 and discharged Oct.
28. I am now 81 years old and
had my 50th wedding anniversary last year. My wife and I
are in good health and happy. I
spend a lot of my time playing
the organ and piano for other
people.
If you think this letter is too
long to print I will not be offended. I had fun writing it. God
Bless You for keeping the Octofoil going.
P .S. The other picture of the
Band and actors, I only
remember the name of one,
Greenwell the drummer, and
myself the piano player.

M.P.
CARLO PALERMO
7 Maynard St.
Arlington, Ma 02174
It happened in 1944 in a small
park in Winchester, England,
across from General Eddie's
headquarters. The Military
Police received complaints that
the American G.I.'s and the
English Wacs were making
love in the park, leaving all
types of sex used evidence.
I was picked to disperse and
evacuate the park. While driving up to ~he park, I said to my
driver, "how the hell do you
break up something like this?"
He answered, "the hell if I
know?" Many questions went
thru my mind, I said to myself,
how would I feel? By putting
myself in their place and
especially where the invasion of
France was not too far off, and
we were on the alert. This could
be my last hurah.· We drove
around for awhile killing time, I
then ordered the driver to enter
the park, it was pitch dark, half
way in I told the driver to stop. I
could see lit cigarettes all over
the place, it looked like lightening bugs on a warm summer
night. I could see some horizontal shadows on the ground. The
time came for me to make the
announcement. LOUD AND
CLEAR, I SAID NOW HEAR
THIS . . . the Military Police
received a civilian complaint,
that many sex used devices
were being left in this park, the
park belongs to the English people, especially the mothers a~d
their children. As of 12: 00 mIdnight this park will be off limits
to all American personnel. It is
now 11: 00 P.M. and I will return
in one hour, "AS YOU WERE"
... at that moment I received a
big round of applause. We
drove off to get some fish and
chips and a couple of beers, to
kill the time. We returned at
12: 00 midnite and not a soul in
sight. For those of you that are
reading this and maybe you
were one of them in the park,
and still wondering who that
M.P. in the dark was? ... my
name is Carlo Palermo from
Massachusetts. At this time I
want to say HELLO to all my
comrades, its great to be
around to talk about the old
days.
47th Infantry
Hdgr. Co. 2nd Bn.
HOWARD FITZPATRICK
2-0verdale Drive
Louisville, Kentucky 40229
Enclosed find dues for 3 more
years. I enjoy reading the Octofoil. I wouldn't want to miss
one issue. I haven't been feeling
so good lately. But I try to keep
on going, old age I guess. I am
now 72 years old. I retired from
General Electric back in 1980
after working there 26 years. I
still like to hunt and fish and do
every chance I get.
I also have a big garden that I
put out each year. My wife has
been a big help to me. I was
with the 47th back in Fort
Bragg, and fought with it from
Safi to Sicily, also the landings
in Normandy. I still remember
the hundreds of planes that had
to be used to dislodge the Germans from the Hedgerous. We
lost a lot of good men there.
After France, Belgium and
'then on into Germany where we
met up with the Russians at the
Elbi River. There we were
ordered to hold our positions
and let the Russians fins ish the
fighting. Most of the Germans
were giving up by the
thousands to our side.
I was with anti tank platoon
2nd squad. I would like to hear
from some of my buddies that
were there with me. So "Dan"
keep up the good work that you
have been doing.

Co. B-15th Engrs.
CHARLES HOFFMAN
91-43 - 81st St.
Woodhaven, N.Y. 11421
Here are the pictures of the
"Remagen" bridge I've been
promising you. I got these pictures when I was doing a TV repair at a customer's home.
I was talking to him about the
war when he asked if I was near
the "Remagen" bridge? I told
him I was not only near it, I
crossed it the next morning
after it was taken.
He asked me if I would like to
have some photos of the bridge,
taken over an eight day period.
I don't have to tell you my
answer.
Some of the photos are the
ones in our 9th Div. "Eight
Stars to Victory." The photos
here are four I don't think have
been seen before.
The one showing prisoners
being brought back was taken
on March 9th.
The one showing a tank and
infantry crossing was taken on
March 11th.
The one showing the girder
flown by German Engrs. was
taken on March 12th.
The one showing the bridge
down was taken on March 17th.
It states that the span on the
east bank fell first with the middIe and west span going down
next.
I'll never forget the morning
our platoon crossed. Our truck
went off the road into a ditch as
we were heading down to
Remagen. We got into the town
about 8 AM and waited in the
large station. After sweating it
out for about one hour hoping
none of the incoming shells
would hit the roof we loaded up
and crossed the bridge. Many of
our brave men were killed to
help hold the bridge and many
more 'were ~ killed when the
bridge fell. To these men we
say "you will never be for'"
go tt en b y your budd les.
C "M" 47th Inf
o.
.
LYLE KITCHEN
735 Thomas St .
J ameSVI'11 e, W's
I. 53545
Am enclosing a check for
ano th er 3 years dues and a little
. I fund .
ex t ra for memona
I hope I 'm not too late that I'll
. a
n l'ssue of Octofol'l
mISS
· I
always look forward to receiving it.
I didn't make the last reunion
and very likely will miss this
year due to my health.
I would like to express my appreciation to Lt. Col. Phillips
for all he does to keep us informed of the fellows from "M
Co." and for his untiring effort
to get our history complete.
Thanks "Red."
I'm sure a good time will be
waiting for anyone who attends
reunion. Maybe next year for
me.
Wishing everyone the very
best.
Co. "E" 39th Regt.
RICHARD L. SOLAR
555 N. Pantano Rd., Sp. 368
Tucson, Az. 85710
Thank you for your prompt
answer to my note inquiring
about the 9th.
Enclosed is my check for 3
year membership. I should
have done this 43 years ago.
When I was discharged, I was
from Clayton, N.V. but moved
to Tucson, Az. for my wife's
health in 1957. Would certainly
like to hear from anyone who
served with me in Germany.
Hq. Co. 47th Inf. A.T.PL.
DON GILCHRIST
4215 Bergen Tpke.
No. Bergen, N.J. 07047
Here it is time for another
reunion and I'm still unable to
attend. Would like to hear from
some of the gang from the 1st
Bn A.T.PL. Best wishes to all
the members of the Ninth.

60th Inf. C Co.
JOE FOYE
P.O. BOX 445
Auberry, Ca. 93602
I was saddened to read in our
Octofoil the death of a great
soldier, Lt. Col. Hardage. When
I joined "C" company at
Maknassey, he was a 2nd Lt.
then. He was our Captain when
I left the company forty days
after the landing in France.' I
was down to 110 Ibs. I was
assigned to the forward echelon
and drove for a few generals. I
. took Gen. Stroh to the 8th Div.
when he took over the 8th and
he asked me to be his Jeep
Driver.
I could not leave the 9th. I
wound up as a Jeep driver for
G-4 Lt. Col. Pickett. The last
time I saw Col. Hardage was
after Remagen. We were at the
f ron t th a t d ay an d h e
remembered me. We had a nice
. 't . He t 0 ld me then th ey were
VISI
sending him home. The way he
put it "number 13 wound might
get him for good."
Many times I heard his command to Sgt. Pinegar of the 1st
platoon. "Cover that open
ground" or "Send out a Scout."
I have many bad memories, but
will not relate any of that.
It would sure be great to have
a reunion in California, Reno or
Las Vegas.
"Hey you guys from "C,·
company. How about putting
something in mail call. I'm 68
now and retired and living on
eleven acres in the foothills of
the Sierra mountains.
Last year I joined the purple
heart club in Fresno, Ca. Best
regards to alL
M Co. 47th
ED LITTLE
233 Schuylkill Ave
Tamaqua, Pa. 18252
The bash at Hyannis was a
time to put in the book of
memories and seems everyone
enjoyed it. I know the little
woman and I had the best time
yet and looking forward to the
Pines in '89. I heard from a few
from M Co and enJ'oyed their
letters. It was nice to see Tibbets and my good friend Borghi
and hl'S family. You and the
assocI'atl'on are doing a fine J'ob .
l'n keeping all of us in touch. I
thought anyone that received
the Congressional Medal of
Honor was due the same
respect as the President of the
U.S. That is, a standing ovation
of Honor and respect when he
or she is introduced and enters
in to our presence. I did see that
in Nashville by a few of us but
not in Penn Harris or Hyannis:
If that is not the rule then I
think it should be. There aren't
that many of them alive. Keep
up the good work and hope to
see you in the Pines.
39th Inf 1st Bn
DAN SZUHAY
95 Lee Rd
Painesville, Oh. 44077
Just to say hello to you and
your better half. I made a pest
of myself to her with all the
questions at the last reunion.
I'm sorry for that. She may
remember me in the wheel
chair with my son pushing me.
Thanks for a swell time at the
reunion. I know we of the 39th
1st Bn were good any way, but
the others that I met from the
47th and 60th were very nice
and friendly. I would like to
know if anyone was ever in the
89th Div? If so would anyone
have a patch or know where to
get one? It was known as the
Light Division at Camp Carson.
No heavy weapons.
-

SEEKING
Your name was given to me
by people who saw my notice in
the Sept. 88 VFW magazine.
I am trying to obtain information about my father:
Private Vincent Basile
32918664
39th Inf. 9th Div.
Killed July 25, 1944
Buried Normandy American
Cemetery
St. Laurent, France.
The above is about all the information I have. I would also
be interested in obtaining a
copy of "Eight Stars to
Victory."
Richard Basile
29 Brookwood Rd.
Stanhope, NJ 07874
60th Inf. B Co.
JOHN LAMMIE
109 Concord Ave.
New Port Richey
Florida 34652
I read in the March-April
issue of The Octofoil that John
K. Moore finally remembered
to change his zip code, so I
figured I had better do the
same.
I also saw the letter from
Steve Urbanyi. Steve and I
went to school together in
Toledo, Ohio. I enjoy the Octofoil very much. I keep each
copy. Best regards to all the
members of the 9th.
39th Inf.Hdqs.
EUGENE PRIMERANO
140 Webster Rd.
Scarsdale, N.Y. 10583
How appropriate renewing
my ~ years dues on D. Day.
Nice to see two old buddies
together in Florida, namely Sal
Morano and Jack Piemonte. I
promise to stop for a steak at
Jack's restaurant when I visit
Port St. Lucie in February.
Regards to all.
6 lth Inf. F. Co.
KENNETH NOVIN
1581 Memory Lane
York, Pa. 17402
Enclosed are my dues for the
next 3 years.
Camp Hill Reunion was my
very first and hope to be around
for many more. Sure enjoyed
meeting and talking to the
fellows from the 60th F. Co. I
may not make it to Hyannis this
year, but I won't miss the next
one N.Y.
60th Inf. 2nd Bn
CHARLES DULING
312 4th Ave.
Wilmington, DE 19808
Would like to add my thanks
for the swell job you are doing
for all the members. Hope this
finds Ambrose Wilkins doing
better since his recent illness.
Want to say hello to old buddy
Morry Olender and all the men
from 60th personnel.
39th Inf. L Co.
EDWARD V. GILL
516 B 608 Washington St.
Cape May, NJ 08204
Thank you for your prompt
reply. I am enclosing a check
for three years dues, it will be
good to hear about the old outfit.
How can I obtain a copy of the
history of the 39th Regiment, I
have the Division book 8 stars
to victory.
Some of the fellows of the 39th
may remember me, when we
went to Bavaria for occupation
duty, I along with Cliff Heller
and a sargeant from Wash. DC,
organized a regimental riding
stable, in Rosenhayn. Cliff was
at least 6'7" and I a big 5'8",
even the Germans called us
Mutt & Jeff.
Looking forward to hearing
from you and the Assoc.
-

I

DeadlIne for next Issue of Octo
Dec. 20th.
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THE OCTOFOIL
34th FA
LEON BIRUM
RR 1 Box 59
Union City, TN 47390
I always enjoy reading the
octofoil and look for any correspondence from someone
from the 34th. A few weeeks ago
we made a trip around Lake
Michigan, visiting Sault St.
Marie locks and other points of
interest. We stopped in Chicago
to visit Stanley Swerwint. Stan
was a A Btry and was 1st Sgt.
for a time in Sicily and
England. He is retired fro~
Western Electric and he and hIS
wife do a lot of traveling. Jesse
Davis, Servo Btry., sent me a
clipping from Mrs. Allen
Groendyke stating that Allen
had died in July. He was CO of
Serv Btry and was Exec. Officer in C Btry at one time'.
Allen and I graduated from
OCS in '42 in same class. Getting back to Jesse, this will ~e
his 35th trip to Worcester. ThIS
is quite an accomplishment
since he lives near Columbus,
Ohio. He and a group from the
34th have been going to
Worcester for 44 years, staying
in the same motel, setting up a
CP and with their wives, having
an enjoyable weekend. I feel
privileged to have been apart of
this group since 1982 and regret
that I missed so many years of
meeting with them. Recently
heard from Donald Harrison
who lives in Colorado Springs
and heading for his 55th high
school reunion. They will be
stopping by the farm for a visit.
His wife is a war bride from
England and Don has retired
from the service with the rank
of Colonel. Herb Waller sent me
the tape of the reunion at Hyannis and a visit with George Connelly at his Marbleheard home.
It was great to see shots of the
get-together. Ray Keller, "A"
Batry, and his wife visited with
us in July. Ray lives in Butler,
In. and is still actively engaged
in farming. Have visited with
Mark Jackson, "A" Btry in
Chatsworth, Ga. He is enjoyi~g
retirement from the P.O. WIll
be in Worcester.
B Co 9th Med
PETE RADICHIO
9415 Blind Pass Rd. 703
St. Petersburg, FL 33706
A note to let you know our
dear friend and comrad Jack
Wilson from B Co 9th Medics
went through a serious operation and I would like all his
friends to drop a line or card to
him. Hiss address is : Jack
Wilson Star Rte. Box 118,
Canal' Point, FL 33438. Vito
Splendorio is doing great.
60th Inf. K Co.
BURNETT LEDBETTER
P.O. Box 122
Broadbent, Ore. 97414
.
I had no idea that thIS
organization existed, but might
add I'm very much impressed
and pleased.
I served with the 60th Reg.
3rd Batt. Co K 1st plat. for a
short period of time. I joined as
a replacement in Engl~nd at
Camp Busbfield. Got hIt near
S1. Lo, France, July 13th 19~4.
Would appreciate heanng
from anyone who reads this in
your Octofoil tha t m~y
remember me. I was known m
those days as "Slim" Ledbetter. Sorry I've changed and
am no longer slim and I'm sure
many of my buddies can relate
to that.
Will be looking forward to attending your reunion in New
York 1989.
60th Inf. Serv. Co.
LESTER COOK
Box 273
Oakfield. Wi. 53065
Can't let my dues run out. I
enjoy reading the Octofoil too
much.
Thanks for putting my picture in. That helmet sure was
the talk at the banquet in
Nashville. I've even had cards
from some who saw the picture.
It's good to keep in contact.
4

Co. K, 39th Inf.
LEON (LEE) LOWERY
P.O. Box 10761
Santa Ana; Ca, 92711
Enclosed are dues for three
years. Haven't written in a long
time and have never attended
one of the reunions, but, I do
read the Octofoil religiously
each month. I am a native of
Tennessee but have lived in
Southern California for many
years. I am glad that you have
just had a successful reunion.
From time to time I read in
mail call that someone from Co~
K 39th has written. I someti~es think that I remember
them but not absolutely sure. I
have received the Octofoil for
many years and always read
mail call, it seems that very
few former members of Co. K,
39th joined the Assn. or maybe
after all these years they do not
even know that it exists. The
most active members seem to
be from the 60th Regiment.
I was with the same squad
and platoon in Sicily, England
and all campaigns in Europe
until the end with the exception
of two wounds which were not
serious. They were minor
shrapnel wounds and after digging them out I was promptly
returned to my platoon. If someone should remember me, I
was a Squad Leader (S/Sgt.)
Second Squad, First Platoon.
In going through some old
personal belongings I came
across a large Nazi flag that I
had mailed home from either
France, Belgium or Germany.
This flag was taken down from
a command post. In the white
part of this flag are the following names from the First Platoon: Korsnak, Howell, Rose,
Hansen, McGuire, Lt. Clark,
Forster, Shoomer, Williams,
Banks, Wells, McGowan, Zemboy, Radke, Williams, Sheehan,
Hey, Lemon, Weinert and
Serafin. I was wondering if anyone remembers any of these
men.
Good luck and good health to
all members.
47th Inf. F Co.
PHILIP MARESCA
Box 3152 RR 3
Saylorsburg, Pa. 18353
Received your letter and was
glad to hear from you and to remind me of my dues.
As you note we have moved
from Jersey to Pa. and in all the
hustle I'm behind in a lot of
things.
Being I am living here in Pa.
I thought I could get to the reunion at Camp Hill but did not
make it due to my getting settled here and I also have arthritis
in my neck and back which.
makes it a little more "tuff" to
get around.
We will move again shortly to
Arizona which has much better
weather there than here and I
did visit my daughter there a
year ago and liked it very much
and had no pain.
I really would like to make
the next reunion in N. Y. I hope I
could.
I am up here in the Pocono
area. We used blankets all summer, tonite it will drop to 40, too
cold for me, I like it hot, just
like it was in Fort Bragg around
100 and good weather to play
ball.
I'll sign off for now Dan, drop
in to see me anytime you may
be up here.
Best regards to all the buddies. Say hello to Googie (Vice
Pres.).
Company H 60th Regiment
LARRY L. HATAWAY
P.O. Box 4191
Rocky Mount, NC 27803
11 mere are any ot you guys
out there who served with me in
Belgium and Germany during
World War II for the two years,
1944 and 1945, it would be great
to hear from you.
I am orginally from Monroe,
Georgia, but have lived here in
Rocky Mount for 40 years.

47th Inf. G CO.
ALBERT HAINES
2735 N. 1200 E.
Provo, Utah 84604
Good to have visited for a moment with you and others at the·
recent reunion (my first). I wa~
disappointed at not being able
to get anyone (by note on the
bulletin board) to visit with me
on details of the Hucheln and
Frenzebury Castle battles and
Hofen - but memories fade
and some of our comrades of
that locale may not have been
in attendance.
On the phone prior to the reunion, you noted that I had been
omitted inadvertently from the
OCTOFOIL mailing list. You
took immediate steps to get me
on the list but I missed the
earlier issues. Please forward a
copy of the recent OCTOFOILs
wherein there were accounts of
the Frenzeburg Castle assault
(I have the last issue with part 2
of Bovenberg Farm). As you
see, I am much interested in
that leg of the history of the 47th
Regiment - particularly the
2nd Battalion (I am in touch
with General Maness) and
would like to hear from anyone
involved.
I plan to write Dave Silberberg to followup on involvement with Captain William
Ewalt and the 'truce.' I was
trapped in the eastern most
farm service building and
wi tnessed the Germans
evacuating their wounded out
the 'back door' during that
truce. I also was startled to
have two individuals in U.S.
uniforms skoot under that line
of windows; I challenged them
but they ran on. Was that Captain Ewalt, or, as I have long
suspected, were they Germans
in U.S. uniforms?
I visited Frenzeburg in May
- the castle has been completely removed and the gate,
ground, moat, gardens, e.te.
plowed over. The farm serVIce
buildings are still there and
family members have some
snapshots of the main structure and grounds before and
after.
For interest, the first assault
infantryman inside Frenzeburg
was a scout (name not recalled
now) from'Sgt. Sonny Gonzales'
squad of my platoon of G Company, 47th. Sonny was next in
and waved me in next. We drew
the assault order to clear the
'castle' after all the gruelling
hours of siege, fires, suspense,
attack, negotiation, etc.; we
found only dead bodies. The
platoon stayed on site for a couple of days as outpost until the
regiment was pinched off by the
other division attacking down
the autobahn.
Thanks for your good services.
39th Inf. L. Co.
HERBTAFF
6 Horizon Rd.
Fort Lee, NJ 07024
Enclosed find dues for three
years, it's my pleasure and I
am proud to be a member of the
famous and great 9th Inf. Div. I
joined the 9th at Fort Bragg,
February 1941 - Went all thru
till the Remegan Bridge - When
I got a Million Dollar wound in
the leg - Sorry I missed the last
couple of months. I look forward to the Octofoil. I plan a
reunion with a buddy I haven't
seen since 1945 Frank Zarinecski. One of these days I'll attend
a Reunion - till then - Good
Health and Good Luck.
60th Inf.
ZANE GREY
104 S. State St. Apt. 3M
Elgin, n. 60123
Thanks for the fine job you
are doing for the 9th Div. Really
enjoy reading the Octofoil. I
read it from cover to cover.
Best wishes to all. Hope to
make it some year soon to a
reunion. Hope you had a great
one!

47th Inf. M Co.
BILL KOWALCZYK
30 Marlborough St.
Chicopee, MA 01020
So the curtain came down on
another reunion and for some of
us Hyannis is a bitter-sweet
memory. Since all of the action
was at the Tara Hyannis, I and
many others had to commute
(and/or chauffeur) the 1.1
miles between hotels. Well, at
least it gave us a chance to see
part of this seaside resort.
The general business meeting
was much too long. What we
need are fast talkers or someone to lie about the time. Since
this was my first meeting, I
figured that it won't be over until the fat lady sings. The fat
lady never showed up, but a
lady did wander in looking for
her husband. Apparently he
was at some other meeting. I
wonder if she checked out the
meeting at the bar, presided by
Johnny Walker.
The banquet on Saturday was
something else. For our group
it was a complete fiasco. Table
#10 was supposed to be our
reserved table, but table #10
was occupied. Then a suggestion was made to refund our
banquet tickets. (I could have
made money, because my $30
banquet ticket was a gift from
Bill Koumanelis who couldn't
make it due to health
problems.) It could have turned
into a brou-ha-ha, but a table
was quickly set up for us in the
hallway with tpe double doors
open for us to see and hear the
goings on, and it ended on an
amicable note with chairman
Ron Murphy apologizing for
this snafu. Apparently if the
tables were filled to capacity
(0) this would not have happened.
Since I'm beginning to sound
like a chronic mal-content, let
me say that this reunion didn't
totally add up to a minus factor
for me, because there were
many enjoyable highlights well
worth attending this reunion.
39th Inf. C Co.
Singing the old favorites with
CARLOS WARD
the band, Joe Kearns made a
10280 Eaton Pike
hit with everybody. Dammit,
New Lebanon, Ohio 45345
that M Co. sure has a lot of
I had planned to make the retalent!
union this year but other things
Mary Vita convinced me that
came up to take care. I enjoy
my emphysema and bronchitis
the reunions and knowing we
were immaterial and irrevelant
can make one more. Keep up
so I enjoyed dancing a polka
the good work and Lord willing
with her for a minute or two,
I will be at the next one. I have
puff, puff.
my reservation in. Enclosed
I'm also proud to say that the
are my dues.
47th Reg. had the largest
Hq Btry 84th FA
representation with M Co. forgWALTER RICKER
ing ahead, of all companies.
Rt 8 Box 440-A
Our intrepid leader Lt. Col.
Greeneville, Tn. 37743
(ret.) "Jerry" Phillips counted
It has been some time since I
17 heads.
have written to the OCTOFOIL.
Joe Cebulski (former M Co.
I am doing o.k. I have been in
Lt.) wandered in Saturday
touch with some of the guys. It
from Providence, RI. At least
would be good if more of the
he
said he was Joe Cebulski, yet
men of the 9th would write to
when I asked for some identifithe OCTOFOIL. I sure do like to
cation, he couldn't show any!
read the letters from the guys
The fellow I knew in 1941-45
with whom I served in HQ Brty.
would be old and decrepit by
84FA.
this time, but this guy looked
My best to all of the men of
too young to have served in WW
the 9th Division Association.
II.
I must confess that the
47th Inf M Co
musical horn heard around
OONDO KNEE
town was mine. It has 76 tunes
625 Ridgefield Rd
and on the return trip when
Newark, Ohio 43055
cars zipped past me pushing 80
We enjoyed the reunion a,t
I'd press button #5 (The
Hyannis very much. My wife
Funeral March) and that would
took snap shots and all came
usually slow them down.
out except the group picture
Dan, keep an eye on 'Marie'.
from M Co. The following atSince she lost weight, she looks
tended: Joe Kearns, Bill Horan,
great! I saw 4 guys trying to
Fred Falgiano, Bill Kowalczyk,
make out with her. (One of
Conda Knee, John Knight, Ed
them was me! )
Little, John DeSepio, Red
60th Inf. E. Co.
Phillips, Ed Wills, Don Kothe,
ANDY ROBERTS
Ben Kovach, Howard Gaertner,
c/o
Martha
Frank Tibbets,' Bernard
20 Weeks Court
Benick, Frank BorgRi and Joe
Clifton, N.J. 07013
Cebulski. We have our reservaAndy sends his Ques . and
tions in for the Pines in '89.
would like to hear from anyone
who served witp him.
'When was the last time you wrote a letter to. our Mail' CaUi
Column? Just a postal card would denote your mterest and let
some b~ddy know where you are. You like to read wh.at other
members send in ... why not do your own part, and wrIte a few
lines now and then for their enjoyment.
39th Inf.
DONALDS.MACKERER
5317 Riverbriar Road
Knoxville, TN 37919
I read with sadness the name
of Van Bond under the Taps
Sounded column in a recent
issue of the Octofoil.
Col. Bond had succeeded the
legendary "Paddy" Flint as
commander of the 39th when
my twin brother and I came in
as replacements. We came up
to Regimental Headquarters at
night and were briefed by Col.
Bond before he sent us down to
join the 2nd Battalion under
Frank Gunn. I recall him asking if either of us had Heavy
Weapons experience, probably
thinking it might increase our
chances for survival. Since both
of us had been rifle platoon
leaders, we replied in the
negative and went to "E" and
"F", companies. He spoke
quietly and sincerely about our
being qualified for the task
ahead and admonished us to relyon our platoon sergeants until we became acclimated to
combat. Wise words indeed.
The summer the war ended I
became involved in a verbal
altercation with an M.P. Major
who'd come over from the 65th
Division. He had threatened to
Court-martial
me
for
disrespect (probably with some
justification). Col. Bond interceded on my behalf, but not
before giving me a stern lecture
on keeping my nose clean until I
was eligible to go home.
After the war Van was stationed at Ft. McPherson outside Atlanta and our paths
would cross at occassional Division functions. His career prospered, and I assume he retired
as a Major General.
I remember him as a highly
competent officer of great integrity, and hopefully speak for
those who also had the privilege
of serving with him.
Best regards.

39th Inf. Co. I
PAUL J. CALLAHAN
Newberry Estate,
435 Orchard W.,
:gallas, Pa. 18612
. I thought it would be interesting to tell you about our
little Reunion we had in August
at McCormick's Creek Canyon
Inn in Indiana. Eight of us from
Co. I met together and had a
special time reminiscing and
exchanging stories. Some of us
had not seen each other in 43
years. It was really great to see
all my buddies, but it was just
not enough time together.
Marshall . Waller from N.
Carolina suggested it six
months ago and it took off from
there. Charles and Milli{
Holsapple from Indiana spent a
lot of time contacting the men
and putting everything
together. Wallers, and my wife
Midge and I flew into
Evansville Airport and were
met by the Holsapples. We then
went to their home to wait until
time to go to the Reunion. They
really went out (all) to make us
comfortable. Lots of laughs.
The next day we had a surprise.
Elbert and Thelma DeWitt
from Illinois came to spend
some time with us. Then Harold
and Mary Etter from Ohio
came and we had many
.memories to talk about until we
could meet the other .men.
These are the kind of surprises
I like.
When we finally got together
it was a very emotional
meeting, I will never forget it.
Donald and Delores Lavender
from lllinois arrived, then Arthur and Clara Gotcher from
Alabama and last to arrive was
Ralph Elkins from Kentucky.
We really enjoyed ourselves
and every moment together. It
went by so fast, we were saying goodbye before we were
ready. Two days were not
enough time. Let us hope we
can meet again and be together
longer. Saying goodbye w~s ?,ot
easy. "Until we meet agam.
A couple of our buddies have
died and the others we could not
find. Perhaps someone. out
there would know about them.
Angelo Campana, formerly
from Tenafly, N.J., Thomas
Stobo formerly from Scranton
who left for the Great Lakes,
Sid Davis, Brooklyn, N.Y., Lee
Cook from New Galilee, Pa. We
would appreciate any inform~
tion you can give us. Here IS
hoping.
.
Most of us are in our late SIXties and early seventies, and
retired. Elkins is still working
and I am semi-retired. Time
goes fast.
I am enclosing a picture of
our group as we look today. The
shirts are silk screened and
were given to the men from our
business. Front row left Waller,
Holsapple, Gotcher and Callahan. Second row left,
Lavenderf, DeWitt, Etter and
Elkins.
The wives of these men were
very special and enjoyed
themselves as much as we did,
this was the first time most of
them met, but you would ne~er
know it. They were at ease WIth
each other. Enough said for this
time.
9th Med. Bn. & Med. Det. 1st
Bn.60th
Dr. R.M. HUMMEL
2411 Lommel Ln.
Marion, In. 46952
Best wishes for your hard
work for the association over
the years. I keep hoping to get a
reunion but an active practice
of medicine makes i.t difficult.
Best wishes also to all my
friends. Enclosed find membership dues.

47th In£. Reg. Hdqtrs.
MARTY ROACH
Box 134
Millbury, Mass. 01527
Enclosed please find a check
for my dues. We had reservations at Dunphy's for the reunion, but had to cancel at the
last minute due to a family
commitment.
I had looked forward to being
there, hoping to see some of the
people that I think about, but
have lost track of over the
years.
However, I am planning to be
in Worcester in November, and
I hope to see some of you there.
39th In£. L. Co.
C. E. 'BUCK' MILLER
216 Bissell Ave.
Oil City, Pa. 16301
Thanks for reminding me
that lowed my dues in the
association. Sorry I missed the
reunion. I had written earlier
and my letters were published
but I never have received any
contact with former platoon
buddies. I served as platoon
sergeant with Company L, 39th
Inf. Keep up the good work. I
thoroughly enjoy reading the
Octofoil. Hope to hear from one
or more old Co. L men.
39th Inf A Co.
BILL MORRISON
10334 Grapefruit Dr.
Jasmine Lakes.
Port Richey, Fl. 34668
Just to say hello again and to
wish you and yours well.
I have a Ninth Inf. Div.
license plate on front end of my
car and it has proven to be an
eye arrester. I have had men
stop in parking lots and say
hello and mention they are also
members, also young men stop
and tell me their dad's served
in the Ninth Div. Likewise
women stop and say hello and
tell me their husbands served in
the Ninth. That license plate
has been responsible for three
or four new members that I
referred to Henry Santos, Fla.
Chapter Treas.
Lots of former Ninth men
here in Florida.
Time marches on, I am now
78 and not quite as active as
heretofore. Can no longer
travel to conventions but
believe me, my spirit is there.
I look forward to each issue of
the Octofoil.
Good luck, good health and
believe me we 'oldsters' really
appreciate the effort you put
forth on our behalf.
As I learned when I was in
France, I say to you with all
sincerety - Dieu vous garde.
60th Inf I Co
JAMES SCOTTA
PO Box 66113
St. Pete Bch, Fl. 33736
Received the good old Octofoil and. had the usual good
time reading about the reunion
in Hyannis. I also saw a letter
from my room mate, Mike
Deresh, telling of his long and
tiresome wait to get home, but
he didn't tell you I also got up at
5 A.M. and took him to the airport, after we got lost at the circle with 6 exits! I finally dropped him off and I headed up to
Medfield. The same storm
holding him on the ground, I
was driving through for 2hours,
missed my turn offs and would
you believe ended up back in
Cape Cod! For a 11/2 hI' trip, I
was on the road for 6 hI'S to get
to Medfield. So you see, we both
had fun getting home. But I had
a real good time with the boys
at the reunion and look forward
to the Pines in '89.

60th Inf Hq 2nd Bn
EUGENE EDWARDS
112 National Ave.
Langhorne, Pa. 19047
Summer is just about over
and I can honestly say what a
relief! I believe this was one of
the warmest I experienced. We
did not make the reunion this
year as we took a trip to Alaska
and it was beautiful. Three
days on the boat from Vancouver to Juf'leau. From Juneau
we boarded a bus up the AkaI'
highway to Fairbanks. That
took 3 days. Stayed in Fairbanks 3 days then a Dome train
car for Anchorage. I keep pretty occupied with a part time job
with a car dealer. I drive cars
all over the country. It's
something I enjoy doing. It
keeps me out of mischief! Looking forward to the next reunion
and hope to see the best turnout
ever especially 2nd Bn Hq 60th.
It's getting later than you think.
Be there!
39th Inf
FRANK MACHEK
RD 1 Box 51
Pleasant Mount, Pa. 18453
Had a cataract operation on
both eyes and have trouble
reading and writing. Still trying
to farm, have a few sheep to
keep me out of trouble. The
next reunion isn't too far from
here. Sorry to hear about Pete
Imbesi and Nick Russick.
Should go and visit them.
Co H - 60th Inf
ROBERT LaTURNER
5688 Wilson Mills Rd
Highland Hts. Ohio 44143
Not much new in my life,
enjoying working around the
house and garden. I spend my
"fun" time' making 3 sizes of
wooden rocking horses to sell or
give to my family. They are
time consuming but gives me a
little extra cash to spend in
Florida in Feb. and March.
B Co 47th Inf
GUY LAWRENCE
2036 Mt. View Terr, S.W.
Roanoke, VA 24015
Just a line to say hello, and
send in my dues for three more
years. I sure do enjoy the Octofoil very much. I am sorry I
didn't get to the Reunion. Don't
look like I am going to get to
South Fallsburg either. Maybe
the next one I hope, Keep up the
good work. By the way how
does the year run?
47th Inf. A.T. LO.
CHARLES GERARD
971 Hastings Dr.
Concord, CA. 94518
So sorry you had to remind
me of my dues. It hasn't been
anything to keep me from being
up-to-date, just procrastination. You know, never do
anything today that you can't
do tomorrow or a week from
Tuesday etc. Enclosed is three
more years membership (isn't
that getting up to mistake at
our age). Plus a little more. Apply the average to the
Memorial Fund. If possible
we'll be at the 1989 reunion
since we are thinking of a motor
trip to the northeast. Hope so!
Best of everything to alL
Co D 39th Inf
WESLEY SPOFFARD
760 N.W. 16th St.
Lawton, OK 73507
Hope you are well. Sorry
about the dtles; but a "stroke"
and 'heart attack have slowed
me ~own a lot. No more Sat.
night discos,for me! Giye my
hest to the. fellows.
47th In£. Med Del.
~EDMONIZ

37 Nyack St.
Watertown, Ma.02172
. I would like to contact nay
past member of 3 Bn M~d. D~t.
47th Reg 9th Div..Medical AId
Station. Also served as aid man
to M. Co. Time with the 47th 3d
Bn was in Africa, Sicily,
.England, and as far as' Cherbourgh, France.

47th Inf A Co
WILLIAM SCOTT
1517 Shields
Sherman, Tx. 75090
I can never remember when
my dues are due so I am sending my dues for a Life membership. We had a great time at the
reunion in Hyannis. Especially
enjoyed the Dorsey Orchestra
and the Memorial service is
always impressive. Would like
to have seen Herbert C. Gage of
Bridgeport, Ct. and Michael
Gabriel of New York.
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47th Inf B Co
CHARLES KOLB
202 E. 22nd St. Apt 3
Atlantic, la, 50022
I am still kicking but not so
high! Enjoying retirement, living in a condo and looking for
another pinochle game. As a
former member of B Co, I say
"Hi" to all and good health to
you. Enclosed are my dues.
60th Inf. C Co.
JOSEPH FOYE
P.O. Box 445
Auberry, Ca. 93602
Yes I forgot, and thank you
for th~ reminder. Enclosed is
check for three years. I would
come to a reunion if one was
.held in the midwest or the west.
I wrote to "mail call" a few
months ago and it was not in
our last issue. Maybe my facts
were not correct. I was a scout
in "C" Co., 60th Inf Africa
Sicily and 40 days into France I
had lost 40 pounds and would up
in the forward echelon. For a
short time I drove for Col. Van
Houten. I had the privilege of
taking Gen. Stroth to the 8th
Div. when he was promoted.
One Sunday during the battle of
the bulge I was asked to drive
Gen. Craig to catholic mass in a
German church. So he and I
went to mass together. I was
Co. Pickett's Jeep driver for
G-4. Col. Hardage was my company Commander while I was
in "C" company.
My time spent with the great
Ninth is constantly on my mind.
See enclosed picture. I'm
bragging but feel I had the
finest looking Jeep in the forward echelon.
39th Inf.
WILBUR HOVEY
103 Cedar Knob
RehobothBeach, DE 19971
It has been a long time since
St. Lo when I left the 39th via
the Evacuation Hospital. The
only member of 1st Bn. Hqs. or
A Co. that I have seen since
then was Marty Krasovitz for
only a few minutes. I see no letters from 1st Bn. Hqs. or A Co.
39th in Mail Call. It makes me
wonder if there are any left. If
there are won't you let me hear
from you.
60th In£. G Co.
CARL PRICE
213 W. 16th St.
Hollandr Mi. 49223
This is to all the "Go Devils"
out there. I would like to know
are there any of you left! I had
been hoping to hear from you
thru the Octofoil, but it seems
none of you care to write. I was
with L Co. 60th from Tent City
until Pearl Harbor. I joined G
Co. on the way to Tunisia. Sorry
I could not be at the reunion.
Lots of luck to all.
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39th Inf Co G
WILLIAM CANARY
5 Eagle Dr.
Whiting, N.J. 08759
I have been wanting to write
since we came home from Cape
Code. First of all, Marion and I
want to thank you for all your
help in obtaining a room in Dunphey's Hotel. Once we obtained
the room we had a great time.
The reunion was great and the
New England Chapter deserves
a big round of applause. Enclosed is a picture taken at the reunion of Co G 39th men. Take
care of yourself and see you at
the Pines in 1989.
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C.O. ELLENBERGER
RD 5 Box 9350
Slippery Rock, Pa. 16057
My wife and I are avid
campers and we travel quite a
bit. We were in 29 state~ this
year and spent 6 months in
Silver Spring, Fl. ancfthe rest of
the year in Pa., but we are gone
nearly every weekend. We purchased a new motor home in
June and enjoyed our 49 day
trip out west, completing my
tour of all 48 states. I lost my
wife, Helen, due to a massive
.aneurism after being on the
operating table 12 hours. I have
remarried a very fine lady and
have 4 children, 9 grandchildren and 1 great grandchild. My family has grown in
the last 4 years and I love it!
One of these years we hope to
make a reunion and join the fun
and fellowship of the good ole
Ninth. Sending everyone my
.best regards and hope to see
you in the future.
26th FA

RICHARD HILL
11500 Braesview #2601
San Antonio, TX. 78213
Just a note to say Hi and
renew my subscription. I would
like to know if Joe McKenzie is
alright. I exchange Christmas
cards with him but miss his
newsletter in the Octofoil about
our friends in Serv. Btry 26th
FA. I was the bugler at the
Memorial Service with Fr. Connors in the fall of 1981 and also
sat in with the band and played
trumpet on the Saturday night
dance. Fr. Connors mentioned I
had been with Lawrence Walk
and other big bands. My biggest
thrill was the little band I got
together, my sax player was a
1st sgt out of the 15th engrs, in
Sicily. After the campaign we
would have our beer and wine
on the shores of the Mediterranean at Cafalu and entertain
the guys in the 26th. P .S. I'm
still playing my horn in a Dixieland Band in San Antonio at a
place called "Dick's Last
Resort" on the River Walk. If
ever down this way, come see
me guys and say hello.
60th Inf. I Co.
JAY HUSTON
629 Wyncroft Ln. Apt. 8
Lancaster, P A 17603
Received your letter and I am
sorry that I forgot to pay my
. dues. I am now 80 years old and
don't get around much
anymore. Would like to hear
from Mike Gatto, Jam.es Miller
or Dan Broderick. I heard from
Clyde Delong at Christmas.

Remember the dates
June 19-23.,·1989
If you are planning on moving

please notify the .ecretary of
your new address. It will save
postage and keep you on the Octofoil mailing list.

